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To Fulfill the "Happiness of the Citizenry"

March marks the anniversary of the Fukushima Airport
opening in 1994, as well as the 40th anniversary of our city
founding. Thus, we come to the dawn of a new age.

At its founding, the city had a population of 42,000.

Then there was the consolidation of smaller municipalities,
now there is a population of about 66,000, the population has
surged by 6,000 people in last 10 years. Recent population
increases here have ranked Sukagawa first in the prefecture,
according to growth rates. Population growth has proven to be
a great delight to our city. In earnest, our growth has often been
attributed to the presence of Fukushima Airport.

In tandem with the construction of the airport in the Sukagawa
area, road network maintenance has progressed, encouraging
industry,the economy, and culture, bringing in new winds of
change. Current work to expand the airport, including a 2500m
runway to be completed in 2000, has created an energetic
atmosphere.

Additionally, this area has been designated as the location
for "Intelligent Development Legislation" and the "Technopolis"
Project. The Administrative Capitol Functions Relocation
program is currently evaluating the FIT region of Fukushima,
Ibaragi, and Tochigi prefectures. Finally, the Abukuma area
is also undergoing an overall development plan. A number of
significant projects for Japan's future are being carried out here.

Particularly, the area to the east of Fukushima Airport is
contributing to this city of vibrant technology. Thus, the
Sukagawa Technical Garden hosted the "Japan Exposition,
Fukushima 2001: Beautiful Fukushima's Future". With the year
2001 approaching, we have been striving to progress in the
areas of software and hardware technology, supporting intensive
research in both areas.

Clearly, our town is dedicated to balancing Fukushima Airport
expansion and technological development with the entire city's
development. The city's foundation and living environment are
viably maintained through the enrichment of the general society's
welfare, as well as the improvement of education and culture.
We are working to achieve these goals through the promotion
of industry.

So, our basic thoughts are of respect for others and the quality
of life of our fellow citizens. "Flowers and Greenery of the
Airway City: We Aim For People and Nature to Live Together
in Harmony" is the city's raison d'etre as it faces the 21st Century.

Matching that is the fulfillment of the "Happiness of the
Citizenry."

Our ancestors' love for their hometown, as shown by their
untiring effort, has succeeded in preserving our cherished
history and traditions. With this thought in mind, to us nothing
is more important than the relationship between that of man
to man or man and nature. And so everyone says, "Living here
is good," or "I want to live here." Our desire is to construct a
new "Hometown Sukagawa" so that we may realistically enjoy
life. Of course, we seek these goals while focusing on our
citizens.

In other ways, the voices of Sukagawa's citizens are reflected
in various ways throughout Sukagawa. Fulfilling the "Happiness
of the Citizenry" is the first step. We think about how to
accomplish this task by knowing the hearts of our citizens one
by one.

Currently, our city's motto is "Citizens in Dialog with Municipal
Government." With a giant leap expected, we face the great
turning point of the 21st Century. We have channeled our
citizens' hearts and souls into crafting a hometown that takes
one's breath away. March 1999

Mayor of the City of Sukagawa,Fukushima Prefecture
Sagara Shinpei




