2.About the Kawahigashi-Town
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As much as 60% of people in Kawahigashi were involved in agriculture at one time in 1965, but the
number has dropped to 18% in 1995.
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More and more people commute to cities outside of Kawahigashi and work in the manufacturing and
the service industry J
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The number of full-time farmers is decreasing while the rice paddies and other agricultural fields are
expanding. This is due to an increase of the use of machines and part-time farmers.
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Festivals have been passed down from generation to generation.
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[N\ESF e L\ﬁ ")] Kuuya Invocation Dance at The Hachiyouji Temple
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The pray and dance to Buddha is held on August 5th.
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[ \W#N.t ;Eiﬁll%] Togyo Festival at Owada-Hachiman Shrine
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Th1s 1s held on September 9th.
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A portable shrine is carried around the neighborhood where the parishioners of the shrine live.
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This is a prayer for an abundant harvest of crops. There is a ritual dance with a lion's mask and

sacred music.
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[ *%?&Fﬁ?] Tsuklhashl Lion Mask Dance
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This tradltlona_t dance has been handed down for generations in the Tsukinoki area.
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It is said that it has originally started to raise the morale of samurai Warriors
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Three people dressed in lion masks dance to console ancestral spirits and to pray for sound health
and an abundant harvest. It is held on the vernal equinox (around March 21st) .
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There are quite a few cultural heritage sites in the Kawahigashi.
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