5.Customs

X

2 LCHME, fiDRESOBATROARECE LMD 25, FHOES . SRR T ORI
=2fED . Bl x4,

We decorate a bamboo branch with many paper strings. Our wishes are written on those strings and
we pray to the stars to make our wishes come true.
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The Summer Festival is a tradltlonal Japanese festival held between August 13th and 16th.
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It is an event where Buddhism and ancestral piety are combined.
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Families visit the family gravesite to clean the grave, bring flowers and food to their ancestors, and
pray for them.
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During Obon, many people return to their hometowns and gather with their family members.

<%)ﬁl ¥) >Inekari (Rice Harvesting) o
ICHAEA L7-RE, BOEEAEABREL, FICIEL £,

Rice planted in May promises a good harvest in the fall (the hot summer weather causes the rice to
grow bigger) . -
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Rice is harvested from the end of September to the beginning of October.
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These days, harvesting is done by machines. Local elementary and junior high school students help
the farmers with the harvest, and they try to finish harvesting qulckly while the Weather is mce and dry.
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After the harvest has been brought in, which is the most important work of the year, the farmers
relax and enjoy a fall festival celebrating the harvest.
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“Imoni” (a soup with taros, pork, carrots, radishes, and mushrooms) parties are held outside, and
people enjoy eating and drinking.
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The winter solstice is around the 22nd of December.
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It is the shortest day of the year and is the sign that more severe weather is on the way.
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People eat pumpkins on the winter solstice.
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Pumpkins are a nutritious food for the Aizu people who must endure a long winter.
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