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Therefore, the local government decided to construct a by-pass through Hattano, Urushizawa and

Komaita, instead of using the Takizawa Mountain Pass.
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The construction started in1963 and, finished in 1967.
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Many people celebrated at the ceremony of the new by-pass.
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Because of this by-pass, the length of the road was shortened by about 2 kilometers between
Kowashimizu and Aizu Wakamatsu A trip to Aizu-Wakamatsu could be completed in 15 minutes.
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Our lives in Kawahigashi became more convenient because cars and buses use this by-pass. These
buses traveled the regular route as well as going to Hara, Fukura and Inawashiro.
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Route 121 which leads to Kitakata has changed to a straight paved road, so many cars can use this
road.
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Since 1960, the use of the automobile has been increasing. It's not unusual to have 2 or 3 cars in 1
family.
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Before then, there were many gravel roads. These roads were dusty on the sunny days and the
muddy rainy days. It was difficult to walk these roads.
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In 1967, the road was paved with asphalt.
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In October 1992, the Banetsu Expressway opened

between Aizu- Bange and Bandai Kawahigashi.
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An interchange was constructed in the Kawahigashi-town.
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After the Banetsu Expressway opened,many cars traveled
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and allowed people to visit the Kawahigashi-town.
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In October 1997, the expressway opened through from Iwaki to Niigata.
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