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M Introduction by Mayor SHIKE Keisuke

In 1964 the Iwaki region was designated as a New Industrial City, and shortly
after in October 1966, the 14 cities, towns and villages that occupied the region
amalgamated to create Iwaki City in a tradition of spirit and harmony.

Iwaki City enjoys a rich natural environment and a temperate climate. It is
located in the southeastern corner of Fukushima Prefecture, bordering on Ibaraki
Prefecture. Iwaki City has the largest area of any city in Japan, (over 1,231 kni) and
with a population of 360,000 people, it is the second largest city in North-Eastern
Japan, after Sendai City.

Further, there are 14 Industrial Estates, a manufacturing industry that boasts the
highest output in North-Eastern Japan, as well as major marine, agriculture and
forestry industries. There are 10 bathing areas dotted along Iwaki's 60 km coastline.
Iwaki also has a flourishing tourist industry that centers on the 'Iwaki Yumoto Hot
Spring Town'. This is one of the three oldest hot spring regions in Japan.

Now, that we have entered the 21st Century, planning the city's future is
proceeding under the theme of 'A Desire to Create a Rich Tomorrow, Succeed to
Iwaki with Pride'. Planning is concentrating on 'Lifestyle’ and 'Responsibility for
Future Generations'. A city where everyone can reside in a safe and supportive
environment with a town model that doesn't place a burden on the environment, but
merges harmoniously in a way that will last well into the future. The goals of Iwaki
City are based on the pledge to create a place for everyone, by encouraging new
industry and culture, full of vitality and brimming with creativeness.

Towards these goals, the local government is committed to taking detailed
measures for the City development, consideration of the needs of the residents, and
adjusting to the ebb and tide of the ages. Everyone in the City, from young to old,
can realize a lifestyle of fulfillment, maturing naturally and independently in a
progressive City.

I hope this booklet is useful in enabling you to understand Iwaki a little better.
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