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Let’s Read 4 “What Is in Our Future?”

My sister is working in a village in Bangladesh. She helps farmers
there. They want to increase food production by growing new kinks of
rice. She studied farming when she was in college, so she can give them
useful advice. She said in a letter, “I still don’t speak the language well,
but I enjoy working with my new friends here.”

My sister is one of many overseas volunteers from Japan. These days
more and more young people join the JOCV or NGOs to share their
knowledge and skills with people in other parts of the world. Very
often I ask myself, “What can I do?” Then I think of the world in the
21st century. What will it be like? The future may not be bright.

Take the population, for example. There are 5.6 billion people in the
world now. There will probably be 10 billion by 2050. How can we
produce enough food for so many people? Will there be enough natural
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