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Junko Izumi- the First Woman Performer in Kyogen
v 7 77 We talked with Junko Izumi, a woman
1 \ VY od ’
§§\T ML Kyogen performer.

Y She nade her debut when she
was three. How did she learn? _ She
learned from _her father

Junko's father was a great Kyogen per-
former. First, he taught her __how to
recite the dialog. Then, he showed
her how to act

She is the first professional woman in
Kyogen. For 600 yeors, only men
performed Kyogen . Was it hard for
her to go against tradition? Her father
trained her not as _a man _ Or _a womdn ,
but as __a performer

These days  more and more young
people come to see Kyogen . She
also performs abroad sometimes.

She says, “Kyogen has universal appeal .”
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1. She made her debut when sh> was three.

2. Junko’s father was a great Kyogen performer.
3. She is the first professional woman in Kyogen.
4. These days more and more young people come to see Kyogen.



