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Maybe I'm an idealist. Maybe I'm naive.

I've always believed that aggression between countries is
caused largely by a lack of knowledge. A lack of knowledge
about the other culture that causes people to resort to stereo-
types. I feel that if only people could get to know each other on
a personal basis, they could get past false images of each other
and see the truth.

This belief was one factor that caused me to leave my
country, Britain and came to Japan. I had the dream of helping
Japanese students to correspond with students from my country,
so that they could get to know and appreciate each other before
they were old enough for the stereotypes to harden in their
minds. Like a kitten and a puppy who, brought up together, will
be the best of friends, but, brought up separately, will only ever
fight. Later, I hoped, the students could actually visit one
anothers’ country and experience at first hand a new culture.
The very act of staying in their penfriend’s house would be an
extraordinary experience, witnessing how an ordinary family
lives.

This was my dream when I came to Fukushima Minami
SHS, and I am happy to say that I have realised half of my
dream. Almost two hundred students have been set up with an
exchange partner in England. That’s 400 people reaching across
the oceans in friendship! The new intake of first-years should
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